Two types of rostroventral medulla neurons projecting to the trigeminal spinal nucleus as differentiated by the response to antidromic activation and the histological location.
A population of neurons in the rostroventral medulla, which send their axons to the subnucleus oralis of the trigeminal spinal nucleus of rats, could be differentiated into two types on the basis of their location and the variability of antidromic latency during repetitive stimulation at 10 Hz. Type A neurons were mostly located in the raphe magnus and were activated antidromically with a relatively long latency, which gradually increased during repetitive stimulation. By contrast, type B neurons were located in the medial portion of the gigantocellular reticular nucleus, and responded with a relatively short, stable antidromic latency.